H4138

The plan takes steps to reduce health
care costs, one of the largest contribu-
tors to the deficit and a growing bur-
den on American businesses like the
auto industry. The budget includes $2
trillion worth of savings, ending the
war in Iraq, cutting programs that are
not effective, and ending tax breaks for
corporations that ship jobs overseas.

My constituents who are struggling
to make ends meet continue to urge me
to support this budget. The American
people understand this commonsense
blueprint for change is exactly what we
need for these challenging times. They
understand it cuts taxes for 95 percent
of Americans, cuts wasteful spending,
cuts the deficit in half over 4 years.
What this budget grows is jobs. We
can’t afford to wait.

———

SMALL BUSINESS

(Mr. LEE of New York asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. LEE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
small businesses created over 80 per-
cent of the jobs in this country in the
past decade, yet Washington continues
to apply erroneous legislation that
hurts and dampens the entrepreneurial
spirit we have in this country.

Whether it is health care costs, high
taxes, or promoting legislation which
opens businesses up to more frivolous
lawsuits, Washington is making it very
difficult on hardworking Americans
when we ask them to shoulder more
burdens which they continually face.

That is what I heard yesterday when
I conducted a small business round-
table in my district. One of these small
business owners said, ‘“We don’t want
to depend on the government for any-
thing, but they can help us by under-
standing that the burdens they are
placing are trickling down and break-
ing the backs of small business.”

We can start to change that by pass-
ing H.R. 15652, legislation I have intro-
duced with my colleague from Mary-
land, FRANK KRATOVIL, that will give a
boost to new small businesses by in-
creasing the maximum tax deduction
on their startup costs from $5,000 to
$20,000. This bipartisan initiative will
provide firms with the much-needed re-
sources they need.

———

ENERGY

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
afternoon for 1 minute, 60 seconds, dur-
ing which this great Nation will send
$200,000 abroad to pay for foreign oil,
each of those dollars hard earned in
one of our factories, small businesses,
or offices.

My colleagues, we have failed to act
on energy for far too long, we, who rep-
resent a Nation who has always taken
the hard choices and done the right
thing to invest in our future.

Much is said in this House about our
children. Now the eyes of those chil-
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dren are on us, and they have one ques-
tion, and that question is: When all the
work, when all the world, and when all
of us stood waiting for you to do the
right thing to act on our behalf, to
change the way we use and get energy,
did you act? Did you act for us, or did
you just kick the can down the road
one more time?

———

REAUTHORIZE THE PATRIOT ACT

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
FBI Director Mueller in his recent tes-
timony before the Senate Judiciary
Committee urged Congress to renew
what he called exceptional intel-
ligence-gathering tools. Earlier this
month, I introduced legislation to do
just that.

The Safe and Secure America Act ex-
tends for 10 years the sunset on two ex-
piring PATRIOT Act provisions: Rov-
ing wiretaps, and Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act business records.

Director Mueller reports that obtain-
ing business records ‘‘has been excep-
tionally helpful in our national secu-
rity investigations.”

And the roving wiretap authority
means that agents are no longer re-
quired to obtain a separate warrant for
each phone, cell phone, or device a sus-
pect uses.

I hope Director Mueller and the ad-
ministration will ensure that these
critical national security tools are re-
authorized and kept in place.

———

THE BUDGET

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of
House Democrats’ budget resolution.

At long last, we have an honest budg-
et that will mark another significant
step forward on the road to recovery.
This budget reverses 8 years of abso-
lutely failed policies under the Bush
administration which led to record
deficits, a doubling of the national
debt, and loss of 4.4 million jobs since
the end of 2007.

Mr. Speaker, this budget makes nec-
essary investments to lead the country
toward a future of economic pros-
perity, creating good-paying American
jobs by investing to reform our health
care system, developing and manufac-
turing clean energy economy, and up-
grading our educational system so our
children can compete in the 21st cen-
tury global economy. The budget re-
turns fairness and fiscal responsibility
by cutting taxes for the middle class.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this budget is
clear. It is a clear choice to invest in
our country’s future, and I urge my
colleagues this week to vote ‘‘yes’ on
this budget resolution to support
House Democrats and to end 8 years of
failed Bush policy.

March 31, 2009

TAX, TAX, TAX . .. SPEND,
SPEND, SPEND

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Tax, tax, tax, spend, spend, spend.
Sounds like the movie Groundhog Day.
Doesn’t it? Well, actually, that would
be an insult to my most famous con-
stituent, Punxsutawney Phil. It is the
Democratic budget.

Mr. Speaker, as the budget comes to
the floor this week, the American peo-
ple deserve to know the truth. This
budget will increase taxes on every sin-
gle American. This budget will stifle
economic growth. And, this budget will
increase the tax burden on small busi-
nesses, the very segment of the econ-
omy that is best equipped to get us
back on track.

Mr. Speaker, this is not the change
the American people voted for in No-
vember. At the current pace, the 111th
Congress is going to leave one legacy
for which it will be remembered, and
that is a legacy of debt for future gen-
erations, $9.3 trillion in debt over the
next 10 years, if the President’s budget
is rubber-stamped by this Congress.

It is time for the American people to
hear the truth. This budget taxes too
much, spends too much, and borrows
too much.

———
BUDGET FACT CHECK: RESPON-
SIBLE SPENDING TO GROW

AMERICA’S ECONOMY

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s budget includes $2 trillion
worth of budget savings through end-
ing the Iraq war, cutting programs
that are not effective, ending tax
breaks for corporations that ship goods
overseas, and asking those who make
over $250,000 per year and have had
huge tax cuts over the past 8 years to
pay a little more. It includes key integ-
rity initiatives to protect taxpayers’
money by rooting out any waste, fraud,
and abuse.

The President’s budget also contains
critical investments that will grow the
economy. It makes critical invest-
ments in the modernization of our Na-
tion’s infrastructure, and it helps small
business and innovative companies
grow their bottom line by eliminating
the capital gains tax on small business.
It improves opportunities for future
generations. It makes the $2,600 Amer-
ican opportunity tax credit.

Let’s make a difference. Vote for the
budget.

———
THE BUDGET

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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